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young people to follow their example. Over the 
past 20 years, the program has become the 
nation’s largest youth recognition effort based 
solely on community service, and has honored 
more than 100,000 young volunteers at the 
local, state and national level. 

Ms. Welch should be extremely proud to 
have been singled out from the thousands of 
dedicated volunteers who participated in this 
year’s program. I heartily applaud Ms. Welch 
for her initiative in seeking to make her com-
munity a better place to live, and for the posi-
tive impact she has had on the lives of others. 
She has demonstrated a level of commitment 
and accomplishment that is truly extraordinary 
in today’s world, and deserves our sincere ad-
miration and respect. Her actions show that 
young Americans can—and do—play impor-
tant roles in our communities, and that Amer-
ica’s community spirit continues to hold tre-
mendous promise for the future. Congratula-
tions. 
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Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Gloria Blandina. Ms. Blandina 
is to receive the 2014 Joseph Saporito, Sr. 
Lifetime of Service Award, presented by the 
Greater Pittston Sunday Dispatch for her life-
long dedication to the development of young 
children. 

Born and raised in Pittston, Pennsylvania, 
she received a degree in early childhood edu-
cation from West Virginia University in 1971. 
Ms. Blandina went on to receive her Master’s 
degree in Early Childhood Education from 
Marywood University in Scranton. She spent 
several years working at a day care center 
and teaching early childhood education at 
Penn State University before her appointment 
to the Children’s Trust Fund by Governor Tom 
Ridge in 1998. In addition to her numerous 
professional accomplishments, Ms. Blandina is 
an active member of her community. She vol-
unteers with the Social Justice Committee to 
deliver food to individuals in need. She has 
served on the board of directors of Luzerne 
County Head Start, the Pittston YMCA, the 
Family Enhancement Center, and as the 
President of the St. Mary’s Assumption Home 
School Association for the Education of Young 
Children. 

Ms. Blandina is currently the director of the 
Pittston Care and Concern Free Health Clinic, 
which offers a range of medical services to in-
dividuals without health insurance. The clinic 
has served over 3,500 patients under Ms. 
Blandina’s leadership. She, like the doctors, 
nurses, social workers, and others who keep 
the clinic running, volunteers her time to this 
worthy cause that has helped so many in 
northeastern Pennsylvania. 

I congratulate Ms. Blandina on receiving the 
Joseph Saporito, Sr. Lifetime of Service 
Award, and I commend her for all the selfless 
work she has done for the Greater Pittston 
Area. 
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Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, on June 10, 
2014, Congress awarded the Congressional 
Gold Medal to the 65th Infantry Regiment, an 
all-volunteer Puerto Rican unit known as ‘‘the 
Borinqueneers.’’ Today, I rise to urge the 
President to expedite the designing and deliv-
ery of this medal, before more of these brave 
Borinqueneers pass away. 

More than 100,000 brave Borinqueneers 
served honorably in World War I, World War 
II and the Korean War. Puerto Ricans have 
fought for the United States as far back as the 
American Revolution, and continue to do so 
honorably to this day. Thousands have given 
their lives defending our values of freedom, 
justice, and equality, despite enduring dec-
ades of segregation and second-class treat-
ment. 

The Borinqueneers have been recognized 
with 10 Distinguished Service Crosses, more 
than 250 Silver Stars, over 600 Bronze Stars, 
and nearly 3,000 Purple Hearts. However, it 
was not until last year that the first member of 
the Borinqueneers, Master Sergeant Juan E. 
Negron, was posthumously awarded the 
Medal of Honor, following a congressionally 
ordered review of cases involving veterans de-
serving of recognition who had been over-
looked due to prejudice. 

Today, hundreds of Borinqueneers have 
made Central Florida their home. On March 7, 
I will host an event to honor their legacy, and 
thank them for their service. 

It is my goal and my honor, as their rep-
resentative, to ensure that they receive this 
long overdue recognition. Puerto Rican vet-
erans should not have to wait any longer to 
receive the equal treatment they deserve. 
Today I ask the President to ensure that the 
Borinqueneers receive their Congressional 
Gold Medal as soon as possible. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CATHERINE 
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Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to congratulate Catherine Zinn, who to-
morrow will be honored by Legal Momentum 
as a Woman of Achievement at its 10th An-
nual Women of Achievement Awards Dinner. 

Born in Berkeley, California, Catherine grad-
uated from Hamilton College with a bachelor 
of arts degree in economics and public policy. 
She also was a terrific athlete there, receiving 
varsity letters in three sports. Since then she 
has established herself as a skilled business 
leader. 

For many years she has worked in client 
development and relations at DLA Piper, the 
world’s largest law firm. In her role as Senior 

National Relationships Executive, she has had 
great success in bringing in new clients and 
ensuring current clients remain satisfied with 
the firm. Before DLA Piper, Catherine worked 
as National Director of Business Development 
and National Director of Class Action Settle-
ment at JAMS, which provides arbitration and 
mediation services. 

Catherine has given back to her community 
as well, helping many organizations in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. For example, she serves 
on the boards of Bay Area Cancer Connec-
tions, helping women with ovarian and breast 
cancer, and Tomorrow Youth Repertory, which 
provides youth theater education. 

Catherine also looks for ways to support 
women in business. She gives of herself to 
empower women and help them succeed. 

In fact, she participated in an event I held 
last year, Women’s Business Empowerment 
Day, which was organized to help women suc-
ceed in the workforce. She gave insightful and 
tangible advice to attendees about how to ne-
gotiate for higher wages and career advance-
ment. I want to thank her for her contributions. 

Catherine is well deserving of her recogni-
tion from Legal Momentum. I want to offer her 
my most heartfelt congratulations. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, today 
I am introducing the Strengthening Fishing 
Communities and Increasing Flexibility in Fish-
eries Management Act. The bill would amend 
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation 
and Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens 
Act)—the premier law governing commercial 
and recreational fishing in U.S. federal waters. 
The Magnuson-Stevens Act was first enacted 
in 1976 and was last reauthorized in 2006. 

I worked on the 2006 reauthorization with 
my friend and Senator, Ted Stevens. Ted Ste-
vens was a champion for Alaska and the law 
bears his name as recognition of his dedica-
tion to supporting and protecting Alaska fisher-
men and the importance of fishery resources 
to coastal communities. I will miss working 
with my friend during this next reauthorization, 
but will remember him fondly as the legislation 
moves through Congress. 

Over the last two Congresses, I worked with 
the former Chair of the Committee on Natural 
Resources, Doc Hastings, to develop the text 
of the bill. The Committee on Natural Re-
sources held 10 hearings, receiving comments 
and suggestions from over 100 witnesses rep-
resenting Members of Congress, the adminis-
tration, state governments, regional fishery 
management councils, marine fisheries com-
missions, commercial and recreational (includ-
ing for-hire charter) fishing groups, processors, 
academics, and environmental groups. Due to 
this in-depth review of the Act and the need to 
keep the process going forward to reform the 
law, I am introducing the bill the Committee 
reported to the House floor in the 113th Con-
gress. 
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